ACTIVITIES   FOR   CHILDREN

making clock faces, but the children's attention is not
always directed to this aspect of the work at the time:
later, with due solemnity, a lesson on fractions, or
on drawing a circle or square, may be dealt with
in the arithmetic or geometry period, in the Junior
School.

A Nature Calendar of the perpetual type can be a
definite aid to the acquisition of a reading vocabulary
connected with Nature. A piece of plywood or Essex
board (approximately 30 ins. by 22 ins.) can be covered
with dark-green baize, and small cuphooks inserted
at different points to take labels bearing the name of the
, month, day and date, a picture typical of the month, a
short descriptive verse and a sentence describing the
weather. We can also have a small cardboard doll
attached to the calendar, with paper clothes, such as a
macintosh for wet days, a winter coat for cold days,
which can easily be slipped on and off. A pocket at
the bottom of the calendar can hold the collection of
sentences, cards, etc.

Every morning the name of the month is read, the
name of the day and the date ljuing up, and after a
brief discussion, a short sentence describing the weather.
At the beginning of the month when the teacher presents
the new picture, she will also read to the children the
little verse card, and if this is re-read occasionally it will
become familiar by the end of the month, (See Plate
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